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show, I hope conclusively, that Bombay's aberration was an
isolated instance in no way symptomatic of the general condition
of the country. A year ago, it would have been impossible for
the Government to arrest so many leaders of the front rank in so
many parts of the country leaving the people absolutely self-con-
trolled* It would be a mistake to suppose that it is the machine-
gun which has kept all the people under restraint. No doubt it
has its share, but he who runs may see that there are hundreds,
if not thousands, of people in India today to whom machine-guns
have ceased to be a terror. Nor can I subscribe to the doctrine
that the country has suffered deterioration. On the contrary,
every province can demonstrate the marvellous revolution brought
about by this movement of purification in the lives of people. A
distinguished Mussulman friend was telling me only the other
day how the younger generation of Mussulmans was reclaimed
from a life of indolent and atheistical luxury to one of religious
simplicity and industry.
We are certainly in a hurry to get swaraj. Who can help
it? Were the Moplahs in the death wagon in a hurry when in
their asphyxiated state they were crying out for a breath of fresh
air and a drink of water P1 The death wagon of foreign domination
in which we are suffering from moral asphyxiation is infinitely
worse than the Moplah death wagon. And the wonder is that
all these long years we have not felt the want of the oxygen of
liberty. But having known our state, is it not most natural
for us to cry out for the fresh air of swaraj ? I am unable to
accept any blame for having set the time-limit. I would have been
wrong not to do so, knowing as I did that if the people fulfilled
the conditions which were capable of easy fulfilment, swaraj was a
certainty inside of twelve months. If the atmosphere of non-violence
is truly established, I make bold to say that we shall achieve the
substance even during the remaining days of this year, though
we might have to wait for the form yet a while. The time-limit
was not fixed in order to rouse the teeming millions, but it was
fixed in order to rivet the attention of Congressmen and Congress-
women on their sense of immediate duty and on the grand conse-
quence of its fulfilment. Without the time-limit we would not
have collected the crore nor would we have introduced so many
spinning-wheels, nor manufactured thousands of rupees worth of
* The Moplahs, Muslims settled in Malabar, rose in revolt in August
1921 and looted Hindus and committed arson and murder. On November 19,
about 70 Moplahs died of asphyxiation while being conveyed by train to
Bellary for imprisonment.